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PROF. ALEXANDRE ROULIN
UNIVERSITY OF LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND

As a Swiss citizen, the project “Barn Owls
for Peace”is close to my heart. | studied
Barn Owls for more than 30 years and when
Yossi Leshem offered me the possibility

to use this bird as a platform to promote

a dialog between Israeli, Palestinians and
Jordanians, | was more than happy. With
my partners, | invested energy to bring this
project on the international scene starting
from Switzerland, and to raise funds for it. |
think that the key elements of our success
are to have linked two noble causes: nature
conservation and peace. | encourage
scientists to participate in societal issues
by using the “Environmental Diplomacy”
approach.
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PROF. IMAD CHERKAQUI
[BN TOFAIL UNIVERSITY, MOROCCO

In 2021, Morocco and Israel
signed a peace agreement.
Thus, | was privileged to be
among the first to decide to
cooperate between Morocco
and Israel, in a breathing
project. We are only at the
beginning of the road, but |
am sure we will succeed in
promoting the issue of nature
conservation and reducing the
use of toxins in agriculture in
Morocco. The project is for a
healthier environment, and for
a close connection between
Muslims and Jews.

GENERAL MANSOUR ABU-RASHID
CHAIRMAN, AMMAN CENTER FOR PEACE &
DEVELOPMENT, JORDAN

Itis a great privilege for Jordan and ACPD to

be partners in a groundbreaking projectin

the Middle East that promotes environmental
conservation and no less thinks of the personal
connection between farmers, conservationists,
birders and academics.
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DR. VASILEIOS BONTZORLOS
“TYTO" ASSOCIATION FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION OF
BIODIVERSITY IN AGRICULTURAL ECOSYSTEMS (NGO), THESSALY, GREECE

I have been working with Barn owls as a passionate researcher
since 2000. In 2015, Greece joined, together with Cyprus, the
vision of regional cooperation to reduce the use of pesticides in
agricultural fields with the use of Barn owls as pest control agents.
The project began to take shape and a collaboration is being
established with the Regional Government of Thessaly. In 2020, we
established the TYTO Association, for the entire purpose to realize
the project’s activity and expand it throughout the country. | have
travelled repeatedly in Israel, Jordan, Cyprus and Switzerland to
strengthen our bonds, where | learned that the project has immense
significance for a really sustainable agriculture.

Barn Owl nesting
boxes in Kibbutz
Sde Eliyahu
agricultural fields
(photo: Amir Ezer)

#%  MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
[ ) RURAL DEVELOPMENT
‘“?_-;f AND THE ENVIRONMENT

PROF. COSTAS KADIS
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

In 2015, Cyprus joined this venture with the aim of significantly
reducing the harm to the environment, which is an issue that
requires serious action. As the Minister of Agriculture, Rural
Development and the Enrironment, | used all my abilities to
promote the issue as in Israel, and to combine Environmentalists,
farmers, and BirdLife Cyprus, and hopefully soon to promote a
trilateral agreement between Cyprus, Greece and Israel.

May 29th - June 4th, 2015 JOINT ISRAEL-CYPRUS SEMINAR

The Cyprus team learning about the damages from rodents in the crop
fields from Dr. Yoav Motro, Ministry of Agriculture,

and Shauli Aviel at Kibbutz Sde-Eliyahu fields
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Small bird, large impact:
Barn owls foster peace
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